
Sponsored by

2020-‘21

Essay Contest

I have spent several Saturdays making chicken salad sandwiches 
in the kitchen of the Bavarian Inn Restaurant with my great 
grandmother, Dorothy Zehnder. She would gently lean over my 
shoulder as I gathered slices of bread and remind me to spread 
the butter to the very edges, not just the middle. Grandma has an 
exceptional attention to detail, and it shines through her cooking. 
She always ensures that each sandwich is carefully buttered and 
constructed so that every little bite has the same delightful flavor. 
Grandma Dorothy’s love for the kitchen and love for her family is 
what makes her such an astounding woman and inspiring example 
to me and to the lives that she touches.

In 1950, my Grandma Dorothy, her husband, Tiny, and his family 
purchased the Fischer Hotel, a building that was sitting right across 
the street from the family’s first restaurant. From there, Grandma 
Dorothy built up the kitchen and helped form the Bavarian Inn 
Restaurant of Frankenmuth, Michigan. She is almost 99 years old 
now and still comes to work at the very same kitchen. She continues 
to put her time into making sandwiches, cutting cakes, and working 
diligently with the rest of her team. “If a job has once begun, never 
leave it till it’s done. Be the labor, big or small, do it well or not at all,” 
she says. She always strives to do her best at every challenge that 
she faces and wants to teach others that same dedication. 

Many of my favorite memories with Grandma Dorothy come from 
baking with her. I know how to bake blueberry pies, cinnamon 
apple rolls, and Christmas cookies, all from spending time with 
Grandma. She taught me simple things, like how to brush milk on 
the top crust of a pie without leaving “puddles”. She showed me the 
perfect way to cut a cake, so that each slice is the same size. Overall, 
I have learned so much from her and will use the skills she taught 
me throughout my life.

Around two years ago, we were startled by the news that Grandma 
Dorothy was diagnosed with cancer. It might have been easier 
to simply give up at her age, but she trusted in God. Grandma 

Dorothy’s perseverance and her firm faith in Jesus led her to 
overcome the battle. She had a desire to live and continue to do 
what she loves the most on this earth.

I admire Grandma Dorothy for her incredible work ethic and 
determination, but also for her love for people. Grandma has 
spent her entire life with a goal to make others happy. Whether it is 
serving guests a great meal, teaching her skills in the kitchen, giving 
to the community, or coming to family gatherings with a delicious 
homemade pie, she always aims to bring joy to others. I aspire to 
live like her in every way that I can. Grandma Dorothy spreads her 
love, joy, and determination to the very edges of Michigan, just like 
butter on bread.
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